
Six years ago, Damien Foong was
born at the stroke of midnight at
Mount Alvernia Hospital while rev-
ellers all over Singapore rang in the
new year with fireworks, making
him one of the first four babies born
in 2011.

Today will be another first for
Damien – he will be starting Prima-
ry 1 at Kuo Chuan Presbyterian Pri-
mary School in Bishan.

Yesterday, his father, IT manager
Donovan Foong, 46, prepared Dami-
en for his first day at school by tak-
ing him for a haircut, buying school

supplies and packing his bag.
Mr Foong said he is confident

that Damien can adapt to school
fast. “Psychologically, I think he is
ready. He is an outgoing boy and
tends to make many friends.”

Still, he is slightly worried that
Damien, who turned six on Sunday,
might face problems when it comes
to academics since he is the young-
est among his peers. Under the
Compulsory Education Act, chil-
dren born between Jan 2, 2010, and
Jan 1, 2011, both dates inclusive,
have to enter Primary 1 this year.

In contrast, Damien is not wor-
ried. “I am excited about school and
want to make new friends.”

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
yesterday posted an Instagram mes-
sage for students who are starting
school: “For those starting in a new
school, be yourself, get to know
your classmates and teachers, and
enjoy your new adventure.

“For those returning to school, I
wish you an inspiring year of discov-
ery and learning.”
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The issue of seat-hogging has
become a perennial bugbear when-
ever exam season rolls around.

From airport lounges to cafes
and even hospitals, the sight of stu-
dents crowding into public areas
to study for hours at a go has drawn
the ire of some members of the
public, with numerous complaints
filed about the issue over the years.

Now, some entrepreneurs are of-
fering alternatives: pay-per-use
study areas that function much
like co-working spaces.

For a flat fee, students can se-
cure a desk space to study for
hours at a stretch, and have access
to Wi-Fi and power points, and
even beverages and snacks.

Most of the “co-study areas” that
offer such services charge an aver-
age of $1 an hour, with cheaper
rates if one books a seat for longer
stretches of time.

Last July, entrepreneur Tan En
Wei, 23, started a study area called
Desk Next Door, which can accom-
modate up to 18 people, in a Hous-
ing Board shophouse in Ang Mo
Kio Avenue 10.

The idea for the service came

from his own experiences when
he was a polytechnic student.

“I couldn’t study at home when I
was a student, but when I went out
to study, it was hard to get a space
in fast-food restaurants or librar-
ies, and you might get chased out
during peak hours,” said Mr Tan.

Response to Desk Next Door,
which is also open to working
adults, has been good, with about
30 to 40 students using the space
every week during the peak period
of September to November.

A spokesman for The Study Ar-
ea, which started in July 2015 and
now operates two study spaces in
Tai Seng and Kovan, said it expects
to be “expanding quite aggressive-
ly” in the next few years, with
plans to open one to three units
this year.

Each of its study areas can ac-
commodate 30 students, and it is
open 24 hours a day, with rates of
$12 for a 12-hour slot, or $18 for a
full-day slot. It is also open to
adults and freelancers.

The spokesman said that, during
peak season last year, almost all of
of its 60 12-hour slots at its two cen-
tres were taken up.

He said The Study Area also
hopes to provide opportunities for
networking between adults and stu-
dents, shaping it into a community
space similar to co-working spaces.

The idea for such set-ups came
from reports about the need for
study space, said the spokesman.

Other organisations such as Sky
High Educators, an education ser-
vices start-up, rented space from a
co-working space run by a market-
ing firm at International Plaza.

As part of a pilot programme
funded by self-help group Yayasan
Mendaki, it provided a study space
for 15 undergraduates over five
days in November at a rate of $5
for five hours.

Sky High’s owner, Mr Faris Ab-
dul Malik, 24, a Nanyang Techno-
logical University student, said it
hopes to expand the self-study pro-
gramme this year.

Mr Harith Sulaiman, 25, who is
doing a mechanical engineering
degree at PSB Academy, said he
started going to The Study Area
last August. “I used to study at ca-
fes like Starbucks and would al-
ways end up paying for a drink or
two, so I might as well use study
spaces like this. It’s cheaper and
not noisy at all,” he said.
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Mr Tan started a study area called Desk Next Door, which can take up to 18
people, in a Housing Board shophouse in Ang Mo Kio Avenue 10 in July last
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First day of school for former new year baby

Six-year-old
Damien and his
sister Olivia,
eight, are ready
for the first day
of school today.
Damien, one of
the first four
babies born in
2011, will be
starting
Primary 1 at
Kuo Chuan
Presbyterian
Primary School,
while his sister
will enter
Primary 3.
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Instead of crowding cafes and public areas,
they can book a desk, with Wi-Fi, for a fee

Students
turn to
‘pay-per-use’
study spaces
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